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Our next meeting 
will be on March 20th at 
Ebenezer UCC at 7 pm.

Goodies for refreshments 
are always welcomed and 
appreciated!

Minutes of January 16th Meeting

 WNYGRS
 PO Box 1054
 Buffalo, NY 14224

 2019 Officers

 President:  Ron Brounshidle
 Past Pres: Charles Bartel
 V.President: Mike Flynn
 Secretary:    Gary Tebo
 Treasurer:     Rich Dulski
 Members at Large:
    Jack Henderson
    Bob Rodgers 
 Newsletter:  Gary Tebo
 Webmaster: Rich Dulski
 Inventory: Ron Brounshidle

Assistant: Mike Leonard
Sunshine Person: Chris Broun-

shidle

March 20th 3-D printing symposium by Charles 
Bartel (6:30 pm at Ebenezer UCC)

Pre-Meeting Activity – 3D printing review 

Per the meeting in February, I offered to provide a 
pre-meeting presentation of 3D printing and for 
those  interested, will print within the capabilities of 
my printers, an item or items designed by club 
members. We will review the concepts in 3D 
printing, programs available to design, public 
libraries, examples of potential 3D components 
and, finally, the limitations for my printing. 

It is expected that this will take about 20 minutes. 

Yours, 
Charles 

The Feb. 20th meeting was held at the McKinley 
Mall train display. We had 20 people present. . The 
meeting was opened at 7 pm by president Ron 
Brounshidle.

The secretary and treasurer reports were 
accepted.  A thank you note to Roberta Barlow was 
sent for the circus train donation. Over 2000 emails 
were sent to our mailing list to announce the McKinley 
Mall layout.

Rich Dulski reported that the club website is up 
to date. He also reminded us about the Joe D. train 
show on Sunday, March 17th.
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Minutes continued from page 1
Ron Brounshidle reported on the switching module progress
Upcoming events included: a) continuing the Mall display and tear down

b) Catholic Charities display at OLV  on March 8th (see report and pictures on pg. 3
c) Train Day at Orchard Park Depot.

The summary of the BoD meeting on Feb. 7th was reviewed. The goals of the 
new administration were shared. Several possible social activities were mentioned: 
Hamburg Brewery, train rides, fun runs and open houses.  Also to continue on 
seminars at club meetings: what’s new in G Scale, show and tell, videos and 
construction techniques.

Chris Brounshidle will be our new Smoke and Steam person. She has already 
sent cards, etc. to members or spouses  for illnesses or recuperation from surgery.

Old business included discussions on car maintenance and repair to be held at a 
future date at the OP Depot. An inventory of what to repair, etc. must still be done. Bob 
Rodgers will survey the sponsor cars and Charles Bartel will take care of the club 
rolling stock.

Rich Dulski has purchased an LGB turn table  and case for the club. This can be 
used with the switching display. The turn table will remain the property of the Bears.

The Botanical Gardens MOU was discussed. Review of such will be given at the 
March meeting. The purchase of Thomas and Percy replacements was discussed.

                 Mike Leonard

2018 Golden Spike Award Winner Gary Ludwig- Raffle winner
The 2019 building contest was discussed. No entrants yet. Mike Flynn announced 

the parameters for the buildings and also the prize money to be awarded. No particular 
theme, but photos must be taken during the building process.

Past President introduced Mike Leonard as the recipient of the 2018 Golden Spike 
Award. This award is given to a member whom the president selects for being 
dependable and going beyond the expectations of the club.

Charles mentioned the train trip on the Cuyahoga rail line near Cleveland, OH. 
More information will be forthcoming in March.

Some of our newer members have asked if they can get club hats and shirts. Bob 
Rodgers will report on that in March. SEveral other excisions will be discussed in 
March, as well as information on the Erie County Fair Railroad.
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Western New York Garden Railway Society Activity
March 8, 2019

A day with the trains!
At the OLV Senior Center Neighbor, day care facility in Lackawanna, we set up a single loop of 

track with one passing siding.  There were four members that brought both club equipment and personal 
trains to set up a display for the adults that utilize this facility for support during the day and for the 
residents of the assisted living facilities in the old OLV hospital building.  These were our president Ron 
Brounshidle, Gary Ludwig, Lou Pease, and Charles Bartel.  The track plan was a single loop with a loop 
on one side.  By passing the loop as a single passing siding with manual switches.  The plan was to run 
only battery powered trains, saving the time and complexity of wiring track and switches.

We gathered at 10:00 am and begin laying track. Our Gandy Dancer Lou Pease took laying down 
on the job to heart!  We had a good time with the set up as shown by the smiling Gary.  On the other 
hand, there were a few comments about the track layout, paper design versus actual track assembly.

By noon, we had the track down and begin populating the track with buildings and trees, some 
people and vehicles.  We choose to highlight the Arcade and Attica train set as many using the facility 
will have ridden this train over the years.  

The facility was kind enough to provide a fish dinner for lunch.  We ate with the day residents and 
were served by some volunteers.  They are used to helping those at lunch by cutting their meat, spreading 
the condiments, etc.  They were unaware that we were visitors, not clients, and offered to cut Ron's fish 
for him.  I was impressed on the care and support being provided for the senior citizens who are 
struggling with multiple handicaps that keep them tied to walkers, wheel chairs, etc.

After dinner, we put Bonny's Eggliner on the track, with Ron running the A&A, Charles running 
the Eggliner, and Lou operating the bypass switch.  Gary supervised!  We put Ron's NYC small freight 
train on the track and kept three trains running without any major issues.  We now had three people 
running trains and one being the dispatcher aligning the bypass switch.  He did this at random, so that 
there was a constant change in train order going around the layout.  On the inner loop, we had one train 
clearing the diamond just as another was entering!  There were OH's from the watchers as the trains 
came close to hitting.  We then added a NS GP9 for a total of four “trains” running.  Rich came in at this 
time and made a few observations about the operators as we had a few “incidents” while he was there.  
We concluded that he was the distraction!

All in all, it was a great day of running trains with good conservation and lots of fun poking at 
each other.  The people in the facility really loved the event.  We will probably do this again in the 
future, as the smiles and comments around the room were precious.  Some of the workers actually went 
home and to get their children and grand children and brought them in to see the trains!  We truly 
reached out to a wide variety of the public.  Here are a couple of pictures of the layout when it was 
completed.  We ran the trains from noon until 3:30 when we disassembled the layout.
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Joe D. Toy Show in Niagara Falls

Is this the guy in the 
overalls from the 
Joe D. ad?

Ron Brounshidle (the used car salesman)

Bob Rodgers selling the Lego buildings



A

Thomas and Friend Percy at the McKinley Mall

Union Pacific 4014 Bib Boy Restoration Update
Looking at Big Boy 4014 now, it almost seems like the monstrous engine could have 
been a vehicle in “Mad Max: Fury Road. ”That’s because the Big Boy people saw in 
2014 when it arrived in Cheyenne has been completely disassembled. It’s no longer 
covered in sleek black paint. Instead, it’s been stripped down to the bare bones, 
leaving it brown and covered in spikes and bumps.

Some days it doesn’t feel like much has been done to the Big Boy, but Ed Dickens, 
Union Pacific’s senior manager of heritage operations, noted that this isn’t the case. 
“Part of the problem with a lot of the things we’ve had to recover from when 
working on the 4014 … is changing the way the locomotives are cared for,” he said. 
“The railroad did things differently years ago, back when you had thousands of 
steam locomotives, as well as thousands of people in dozens of facilities to maintain 
them.” Unfortunately, that isn’t the case in 2017. The crew had to take a step back 
and figure out how to completely disassemble a train that was crafted in the 1940s, 
put it back together and make sure it’s essentially looks and runs the same as it did 
when it was crafted in 1941.

Today’s crew wants to make sure their work lasts years, which requires precision, 
concentration and dedication. There is still much work to be done in the next 18 
months. The goal is to complete the restoration by May 10, 2019, the 150th 
anniversary of when the golden spike was driven into the First Transcontinental 
Railroad. That final spike signified the completion of the joining of Central Pacific and 
Union Pacific’s railroads. By that point, it will have been exactly five years and one 
day since the Big Boy rolled into Cheyenne. 
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day since the Big Boy rolled into Cheyenne. 

Big Boy- continued:

It had been previously housed in the Rail Giants Train Museum in California, where it 
had been since 1962.

The original projections had been for the Big Boy to be completed in three to five 
years. It looks like the crew is going to meet that extended goal. Thankfully, the 
train was well-maintained during its life at the museum, which made the work on 
the steam shop crew exponentially easier. There were only 25 Big Boy locomotives 
ever created, but only eight remain in existence. One is stationed at Holiday Park, 
but local train expert Jim Ehrenberger said it was heavily damaged during a flood in 
the 1980s, making it basically impossible to restore.

Reassembling the Big Boy is like putting together a large, intricate puzzle. The crew 
spent the summer of 2014 documenting the condition of the train, trying to figure 
out what parts they would need to manufacture or order from various companies 
around the world. Removing and replacing the locomotive’s boiler has been a major 
factor in restoring the Big Boy. This is one of the biggest projects this small crew has 
had to undertake, even bringing in two 70-ton cranes to pull the boiler out of the 
locomotive. “It’s a lot of little projects going on,” Dickens said. “One day, we’re 
working heavily on one item. Then, we’ll reach a point where we can’t progress any 
farther, so we move to the next phase. But, we’ve got everything in sequence so 
we can keep replacing the old with the new.” It hasn’t helped that some of the 
crew’s focus has had to shift to the nearby No. 844 engine during the Big Boy’s 
restoration process. Dickens noted that the original plan in 2013 had been to obtain 
the Big Boy and bring it to the steam shop while continuing working and operating 
the 844. The problem is they didn’t quite expect the 844 to be in the state it was. 
“We knew we’d have to tear the 844 apart in a small way and make some repairs,” 
Dickens said. “The more we took it apart, the more problems we found. We found 
such a corroded condition on the exterior of the boiler and so many of its parts put 
together in such a way that didn’t give us a good feeling about its condition. So, we 
knew we’d have to take the entire boiler apart.”

In the end, all of the years of work will be worth it. Once it’s completed, the Big Boy 
will be considered the world’s largest operational steam locomotive. Although the 
public’s appetite for updates on the Big Boy hasn’t quite been fulfilled, there will be 
multiple opportunities to tour the steam shop and get an up-close look at the 
engine. Last year, Visit Cheyenne and Union Pacific teamed up to offer tours of the 
steam shop to the public. This was the first time anyone had been able to tour the 
area outside of Depot Days, which is held every May. As a retired Union Pacific 
employee, Ehrenberger is looking forward to the day when the Big Boy is unveiled 
to the public, fully restored and ready to travel. “I think once they’ve finally 
completed it, the Big Boy will be a masterpiece,” he said. “People from all over the 
world will want to see it. It’s going to be great.”


