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A GARDEN, A STREAM AND THE TRAIN THAT 
RUNS THROUGH IT 

 

• By JACKIE ALBARELLA  
• Published: Friday, July 30, 2004, in the Buffalo News 

Bradley and Karen Keuther are perfectly matched not only as husband and wife but, in the tradition of 
Jack Sprat, also as gardeners. He conducts the travels of a model train that traverses the garden. She 
creates the beds, borders and blossoms that serve as the backdrop for the train and produce a sense of 
solitude and peace. 

How it started: When their children grew up and left the house, the Keuthers decided to get rid of the 
pool and put in a garden. They had visited a garden in Canada that had lots of trellis work, so the 
Keuthers took down the pool, left the sand and built a fieldstone patio surrounded by a homemade 
trellis now covered with beautiful blooming vines. The vine's greenery creates privacy. 

The Keuthers also had a small water garden they wanted to enlarge. Keuther decided to build a stream, 
which now leads to the back of the property to a wall he built where the land drops off. At the bottom, 
they built another water garden. 

Why a train?: When his father-in-law died, Keuther had hoped to inherit his train but it was given 
away before he had a chance to ask for it. So Keuther went out and bought a G scale model train. 
Keuther had been reading about garden trains. Although they are more popular down South and out 
West, Keuther found train collectors in the Midwest who share his love of garden rails. 

"I didn't know what I was doing. I bought a book, went to train shows and asked a lot of questions. 
Here we are chugging along," he says. 

What came first?: The pond came first, then the train, then the gardens. Keuther thought he would get a 
few yards of dirt but ended up needing 80 yards of soil to create this masterpiece. Karen Keuther 
works for a greenhouse, so she brought home unwanted, sometimes thrown-away plants. 

She had the job of creating gardens that work well with the terrain, scale and spirit of the train. There 
are gardens around and in the pond, gardens along the stream, and plants in small areas near the train 
station, around the bridges and within the miniature barns and buildings. She created signs and painted 
a glass ball that proudly names this part of the railway "Keuther Loop." 

Plantings, rocks and scale: The only thing left when the train was built was hosta, so Karen Keuther 
planted low-growing Sedum, creeping thyme and oregano and added grasses, black-eyed Susans and a 
variety of annuals -- both in the ground and in pots. 

She wants to imitate the structure and color that might be found around a life-size train, so with each 
rock cliff and tunnel, she chooses plant materials that are appropriate in size, shape and look. 

And there are rocks everywhere. "They came from our hunting cabin and a farmer I know," Bradley 
Keuther says. 
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The plants and beds need to be kept in scale with the ponds and the train, so things get moved and 
shifted each year. Another ongoing challenge is keeping up with the "volunteers" -- plants that grow 
without ever having been planted but are carried to new spots by wind or birds. 

"I wait to see each year where things come up," Karen Keuther says. Then she gets to the work of 
moving and thinning. 

The view: Every direction you look is a beautiful picture. Look west and you see the top of the water 
garden, framed by an old tree, and through the frame, deep red bee balm in full bloom. Around the 
curve comes the glistening engine gracefully moving through the colors -- green, copper and blues. 

Biggest challenge: Keeping the tracks clear of dirt, sticks and weeds. The tracks stay out all winter, so 
there also is a natural shifting and heaving. Each spring as she cleans and readies the beds, he relevels 
the tracks. 

Winter project: He spent the winter building a trestle bridge out of Styrofoam. He used cardboard 
patterns of the tracks and cut out the walls. Then he cut out the bottom arches; used two-by-fours to 
support the bridge and anchor it into the ground; bolted the pieces together, and used 280 square feet of 
beading for the edges. 

Next he covered the foam with mortar. The result is a spectacular, block-long, concrete trestle bridge 
that carries the train to the end of the upper garden to a curve that overlooks the lower pond. 

Most memorable visit: "I can't believe the people that show up here to see the trains," he says. There is 
a restaurant next door and although the yard is separated by a line of tall bushes, patrons can still sneak 
a peek into the yard. One night a man came over and after seeing the train, he proceeded back to the 
restaurant, got his entire family and gave them a tour. 

 


	A GARDEN, A STREAM AND THE TRAIN THAT RUNS THROUGH IT

