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The April meeting will be 
held at Ebenezer UCC @ 
630 Main St. in West 
Seneca. The meeting will 
start at 6:30 pm with a  cost 
and feature comparison of 
AirWire control system. 
presented by Rich Dulski. 
The regular business 
meeting will begin at 7 pm.

 Minutes from March 21st Meeting

Continued on Page 4

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by 
President Charles Bartel. 24 people attended the meeting. 
David Bartel showed a video of the huge HO layout in 
Germany (6:30 pm)

Treasurer and Secretary reports were approved. The 
March newsletter was installed on the website.

The Batavia train show was scheduled for March 
25th. 8 members were attending the York show (6 for 
dinner at Outback restaurant.

Next meeting will be 4/18/18 at EUCC. Fair RR 
meeting will be at Downs’ home on June 13th at 7 pm. 
BG set up June 5-7. BG tear down 7/9/18. Plantasia is 
being held week of March 19th..

The April 18th meeting will have a special 
presentation on the AirWire control system by Rich Dulski. 
The presentation will begin at 6:30 PM.

McKinley Mall RR: Ron Brounshidle said we could 
use 11 more tables to accommodate the enlarged 
switching area. Bob Rodgers gave a thorough report the 
financials for the Mall RR.

Open Houses this summer: We’re looking for June, 
July and August for open houses. Club meetings could be 
included with the open houses.

Botanical Gardens: no discussions were held as 
promised. Nothing to report on security camera or  thicker 
Plexiglas. We will not sign a contract until the security 
concern is addressed.

Touch-a-Truck: will not be held this summer because 
of the construction projects at the Depot.  Alternative is to 
have a display at National Train Day on 5/19/18. There will 
be a 12” train amusement ride at NT Day.

Mike Flynn presented developments on the building 
contest. The buildings will be voted on by Fair visitors. All 
participants will receive seed money for materials at the 
4/16/19 meeting.  Some ideas for buildings include Griggs
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McKinley Mall Train Set Raffle Winner: Barb Farran

Raffle Winner from April Meeting
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The Bridge Module is now once again 
ready for use!

Twin plugs and outlets have been 
installed at each end to eliminate 
having a 120 VAC extension cord 
running under the module, and the 2nd 
bottom rail guard over the steel 
channel (to protect the electrical wires 
from being pulled out or tripping 
someone), has been completed.   Rich 
Dulski

Ron and Christine Brounshidle 
have donated a 54” flat screen 
TV to our club. We will house it 
at our church meeting place and 
use it in connection to a lap top 
computer.

Thanks Ron and Christine!!
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At the BTO Booth at ECLSTS in York, PA

Continued from  page 1

and  Ball Feed Mill in EA, Trico bldg. next to I-190, Thomas Flyer Building, Pierce Arrow 
plant, Calspan building by the airport. Projects will be owned by modelers, but the club 
would like to have them available for various train displays.

TCA show will be 4/19-4/21 in York, PA.
Fair RR: Dave will need the track plan for the 6/13/18 meeting. It was suggested 

that we shorten the shifts at the Fair RR to 4 hours each. That would require more gate 
passes and park passes. Gary T. will request more passes from the Fair people. The 
club is amenable to paying a reduced amount for the extra gate passes.

Charles brought up a new venue at Park School. The event is called the Mini-
Makers Faire and would be held on May 12th. It would involve a couple of tables and 
several members available to answer questions from visitors. The faire would run from 
10 am to 6 pm. Some possible displays could include the Arcade & Attica buildings, 
using the 3-D printer from Park School. Charles suggested that we could help sponsor 
a garden railroad on the Park School premises.

The presentation at the Alden Historical Society will be held June 18th. Gary T. 
and Charles are planning the presentation. Additional members would be welcome.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted- Secretary Gary Tebo
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A

A Few Words from President, Charles Bartel

President’s corner, April 2018

April has come and so has the tax man. After York, I sure wish I could claim my train expenses 
as medical expenses for my addiction! I went to York to buy some more track and split jaw connectors.
I managed to stay out of vendor booths and headed right to the BTO booth to help man it. That
lasted just long enough for Bonny to find some “deals” and my will power went right out the window.
Needless to say, I came back with more cars and three new engines (two egg liners and an RS-3). Got
a Laser cut wood kit for only 20% of the list price. Couldn’t pass that up!

But again, some of the gems of the show were not the deals with the vendors, but the 
socialization with old friends and new acquaintances that I hope become old friends. We talked of 
layouts, old, new and ones in construction (and you know where that places me). We talked of 
conventions, open houses, and train picnics. Along the way we talked of our kids, grand kids and great 
grand kids. Had a great dinner Thursday night at the Lindon Dinner with members of the Tide Waters 
Big Train Club. We were a small group totaling about 15. Had a great dinner and conversation. Though 
most WNYGRS members went home on Friday, I had a great dinner with BTO members and more of
the Tide Waters Group. All in all, it was a great weekend.

Looking forward, from our monthly agenda, May is going to be a busy month for the club. On 
the 12th, we were invited to participate in the Mini Makers Fair. I have asked for two tables and hope to
have a good selection of engines, cars, and models of buildings to show off our great hobby. Of
course, we will also need to have a few members around to answer questions and explain what we do.
And hopefully it will lead to an association with the school where we can help them to introduce a
whole generation of children to this hobby.

Mike Flynn will be kicking off the building contest with his seed money at this month’s 
meeting. We have a few members who have signed up, but could sure use some more.
On the 19th, we will have the portable display set up at the Orchard Park Depot. There will not be an
opportunity to participate in the Touch a Truck event this year due to the construction that will be
underway. As I write this, Gary Ludwig tells me they are within days of signing the contract. Gary
says it’s been 20 years of planning, dreaming, and working to get to this point. It will be a new
station when they are done with it.

And then we are into June. The second busiest month for us. We will have the summer display 
at the Botanical Gardens. I have been in contact with the Gardens and they are looking at security
cameras to be installed. They have also asked us to join a planning committee to help select themes,
etc. for the coming years.

We will have a fair planning session on the 13th of June. Gary Ludwig has put together a few 
track plans for Dave to consider and Rich Dulski has tossed one into the rink for consideration. I am
enthusiastic about the fair, as in two of the layouts that Gary has done, he has the inner loop in an
over and under tack plan which will double the length of the run from the yard around the layout
twice and then into the yard. I think this will be a major change layout comparable to moving
Thomas down to the floor level making it easier viewing for the children.
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Continued from page 5-

We will also have a short presentation to in Alden on the 18th about our club and hobby.
And of course there are two conventions in June, the National early in the month in Atlanta and the
BTO later at Bird in Hand. We have members going to both conventions. Where the National is
doing a lot of layouts tours (which I love as it gives you ideas), the BTO will me more hands on, joint
construction. As of this week, members of the BTO have pledged enough track and material to go
around the pond, a little over 1,110 feet! Battery power only due to the long loop. In addition there
will be smaller layouts running throughout the hotel. I think there will be a total of 5 layouts. And
on Saturday, there will be a railroad building contest that will add a few more trains running. The last
President’s corner, April 2018 time they did this was in Hershey 5 years ago. There were some really 
neat train sets assembled. One had two loops, with a diamond between the two loops (one track was 
elevated so the tracks only crossed at grade at one point). The electronics were built in such a way that 
when both trains arrived at the diamond at the same time, one train took priority and the other had to 
stop and wait.

I look forward to all of the activities and the interaction with club members and the public. I 
hope you too will find May and June interesting months.

Famous Letchworth Trestle Bridge Has Been Replaced
CASTILE – The golden years of the iconic ‘trestle bridge’ that gracefully spans the 
Genesee River gorge above the upper falls are gradually coming to an end with the 
construction and demolition process slated to be completed within 2 years.

The bridge is not going anywhere immediately, however, and will continue to operate until 
a new $70 million bridge is built just 75 feet south of the current bridge by Norfolk Southern, 
the railroad company that owns the rail. Construction for the new bridge broke ground on 
Oct. 28 and is expected to carry on through the next 3 years.

According to Norfolk Southern, the new bridge will be a single-track, 900-foot long arch. 
They will also lay 1,200 feet of new track on either side of the Genesee River gorge to align 
existing tracks with the new bridge.

Many lifelong visitors of the park are chiming in on social media to say their goodbyes to 
this architectural icon of the Genesee Valley.

“Goodbye old friend,” posted Melissa Rindfleisch Stanley to Facebook. “You will be 
missed but often remembered.”
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